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Much of the work of John Bishop, one of 
New London's best and busiest architect— 
builders, has been destroyed to make way 
for the municipal parking lot. Sufficient 
is left, and we hope will remain, to dem 
onstrate the integrity and capability of 
the man. Oddly enough, the first house 
that Bishop erected is rather more grand 
in scale than the later ones, It is on 
the corner of Washington and Tilley Streets 
and was until recently the home of the 
Kelley Funeral Service. This, and the 
house next to it were built in 1832. Be- 
tween then and 1839 Bishop built four more 
houses in Tilley Street, including his own 
at #21, and seven in Starr Street. In all 
he is said to have built sia aka ha in 
the olty. 


Houses were not Bishop's only achievement. 
One of his outstanding monuments is the 
Huntington Street Baptist Church, which he 
designed and superintended. He probably 
carved the very fine columns himself, as 
he had done those for the four Classic 
Revival houses on Huntington Street built 
ten years before by Ezra Chappell. This 
was not his only church. He built one in 

id Mystic, the Doctor Bond Church in 
Norwich and the Universalist Church on 
Green Street, now Brainard Temple. 
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Commercial buildings he took in his stride, 
erecting two stores for Frink and Chew on 
Bank Street, the Exchange Building for the 
Lawrences, a brick building at Bank and 
Golden Streets for Perry Douglass and the 
stone building of Darrow and Comstock. 


In 1841 Bishop opened the Stoll Quarry in 
Groton to supply the granite for Fort 
Trumbull, and in 1855 bought on what is 
now the east side of Bank Street. It was 
then under water, and Bishop began driving 
piling over the submerged lot. In the 
course of time he achieved a foundation 
and filled it in, and there grew upon his 
"land" a large lumber yard, sheds and a 
wharf, On August 17, 1866 at midnight the 
yard was burned by an incendiary, making 
one of New London's most spectacular fires. 
Bishop's stock was unusually large, and he 
had very little insurance on it. His 


_ brick building caught, but was saved, and 


the railroad station was threatened as 
well. It was seven hours before the fire 
was out. | 


All the bridges between New London and 
Willimantic on the New London Northern 
Railroad and the depot at Willimantic 
were Bishop's work, and when the Long 
Bridge over the Potomac was rebuilt in. 
1847, Bishop got the job. He built light- 
houses at Stonington, North Hummock 
(Fishers Island), Pumham Rock (Providence 
River) and Penfield Reef, and placed a 
spindle on Race Rock long before the 


lighthouse was built there, 


Surely one of Bishop's most Loved works 
must always be the Pequot House, Not only 
did he design and build it, but he had a 
heavy investment in it and ran it for its 
first several seasons, He was a better 
puilder than hotel man, however, and must 
have been glad to be relieved of that 
responsibility. 


Two of Bishop's buildings as well as his 
lumber yard have been destroyed by fire. 
The Pequot House fire in 1908 rang down 
the curtain on the old Pequot Colony, and 
the hurricane fire of 1938 destroyed the 
Niagara Engine House on Bank Street, which 
Bishop had built in 1856. 


John Bishop was connected with many of the. 


old local families. The Bishops! arrival | 
in New London was somewhat bizarre. Ace: 
cording to Miss Alice Stowell Bishop, | 
granddaughter of the builder, Eleazer Bishop 
and two other boys named Deshon and Sharp. 
were kidnapped by the crew of a British ._. 
ship from the Isle of Jersey and brought ‘to 
New London in 1676. Peter Dart paid the 
ship master a yoke of oxen for Fleazer, 
then seven, and took him home, The child 
grew up, married Dart's daughter and set- 
tled in the North Parish on several hundred 
acres of uncleared land given him by his 
father-in-law. His son Nicholas was a... | 
Lieutenant in the French and Indian Wars. 
and a Captain in the Revolution and married 
Robert Douglass! daughter. Subsequent... 
generations married into the Gilbert and | 
Latimer families. John's mother was Sarah, 
daughter of Christopher Christophers. John 
was born May 17, 1811, and when-he built. 
his first house on Tilley Street, at the age 
of twenty-one, he was practically playing . 
in his grandfather's back yard. The Chris- 
tophers house was on the corner of Brewer. 
and Blinman, next to the Shaw Mansion.: 


John Bishop died May 22, 1892 full of years, 
and greatly respected by the community. : He 
was an ardent Democrat, and represented’ the 
city in the Legislature. His feeling for. 
the laboring classes was one of: great sym- 
pathy, a trait not common to all of his 
generation, 


ACADIAN DESCENDANTS VISIT . 
MANSION ON OPEN HOUSE DAY 


The Society's celebration on Washington's 
Birthday, which launched the 200th anniver- 
sary of the building of the Shaw Mansion, 


was highlighted by two events. Among the 
hundred and fifty visitors were several 
family groups who claim descent from in- 
habitants of the French colony of Acadia 
in Nova Scotia. Among the names on the 
Society's register for February <end are 
those which appeared on the refugees' list 
compiled by the Connecticut Assembly in 
1756 for assignment to New London. 


According to Miss Caulkins in her "History 
of New London," "The selectmen were de- 
sired to find accommodations for them at 
some distance from town, and to see that 
they were kept at some suitable employment. 
These persons were the French neutrals, 
that had been dispossessed of their homes 
in Nova Scotia, and were scattered in. 


.. gmall and lonely bands all over New Eng- 


land: A vessel with 300 on board came . 
into. New London harbor, January 2lst, 1756. 
Another vessel, thronged with these un- 
happy exiles, that had sailed from Halifax 
early in the year, and being blown off the 
coast, took shelter in Antigua, came from 
thence under convoy of a man-of-war, and 
arrived in port May 22nd. Many in this 
last vessel were sick and dying of the 
smali~pox. 


"Probably more of these neutrals were dis- 
embarked at New London than at any other 
port in New England. A special Assembly © 
convened by the governor, January 2lst, 
1756, to dispose of these foreigners, dis— 
tributed the 400, then on hand, among all 
the towns in the colony, according to 
their list. The regular proportion of New 
London was but twelve, yet many others 
afterward gathered here. Some of the 
neutrals were subsequently returned to 7 
their former homes. In 1767 Capt. Richard 
Leffingwell sailed from New London with 
240, to be reconveyed to their country." 


The last issue of the Bulletin contained 

an account of Captain Shaw's employment of 
somd of these exiles to build the Mansion. — 
It is hoped that the descendants of these 
Acadians may provide information that will 
assist in the building of an adequate re- 
cord of: this early chapter in the Mansion's 
history. Some genealogical information 
already has been offered by the LeBlanc 
family. 


The second unusual event of the celebra~ 
tion was an exhibition of maps, table-top 
and shadow-box scenes prepared by pupils 
of Bulkeley Junior High School. These 
displays showed the life of the Acadians 


before and after their exile. Much atten- 
tion was paid by the children to the: color- 
ful story of Evangeline. . The romance and 


tragedy of her life challenged the imagina~ _ 


tion and ingenuity of the youthful artists. 
The pupils acted as hosts for the day. It 
is hoped that in future years the exhibits 
prepared by the schools to illustrate chap- 
ters of American history may be of suffi- 
cient interest and value to merit showing 
at the Mansion. : : 


This stately edifice has weathered the .. 
years since 1756, years that have brought 
many changes to New London and have alter- 
ed its physical appearance greatly. As we 
think of the Mansion's history, covering 

so many years of war and peace, years when 
it was the center of the political and 
social life of the town, we can rightly 
think of it as a place that holds many 
secrets. It seems not unreasonable to hope 
that time to come will reveal information 
to fill the gaps in the history book of the 
Shaw Mansion. 


CONNECTICUT LEAGUE OFFERS 
BONUS TO SOCIETY MEMBERS 


All of us enjoy looking ahead to the many 
events scheduled in our calendars of activ- 
ities. How many of us look back on the 
weeks that have gone and consider regret- 
fully the activities we have passed by? 
There are so many things that we don't get 
around to doing. 


Only two per cent of the Society's member- 
ship avails itself of the privilege that 

is open to all---attendance at the quarter- 
ly meetings of the Connecticut League of 
Historical Societies. It is our belief 
that the membership understands it is en- 
titled to attend these meetings, but that 
it assumes that the programs offered are 
limited in interest. Let us list briefly 
some topics presented at recent League 


meetings--early paper making in Connecticut; 


what the membership wants from its local 
historical society; the care and collection 
of manuscripts. 


League meetings give us the chance to 
listen to and talk with specialists in 
various fields of interest, and to meet the 
members of other societies over the lunch 
table. They provide an opportunity to see 
sections of the state that otherwise might 
remain unknown. A part of each meeting is 
devoted to a tour of the interesting 


historic spots in the town that is host 
for the day. 


The League needs your support. Sixteen 
_ copies of its valuable quarterly bulletin 


are mailed to New London, This total 
should be quadrupled. The price of the 
bulletin will be raised to $2.00 with 
the new subscription year in order to 
cover costs of printing. Your subscrip- 
tion can be mailed to Miss Marion E. 
Clarke, Secretary, care of the Society. 
The bulletin contains much material of 
permanent, interest. in Connecticut. bio- 
graphy, genealogy, history, architecture 
and many other fields. 


Attendance at the League meetings costs 
you nothing except transportation and 
lunch, The annual meeting will be held at 
Suffield on Saturday, May 26. Details of 
this meeting will be posted at the Mansion 
as soon as they are received. We hope to 
see you at Suffield. 


NEWS OF OTHER SOCIETIES 


The Connecticut Historical Society 
Bulletin for January is filled with fas- 
cinating articles. One of a series on 
Connecticut Gravestones treats of the 
work of the Johnsons of the Middletown 
area. A manuscript account of the Battle 
of Bunker Hill by Josiah Cleveland of 
Canterbury who served in Israel Putnam's 
Regiment was a rich gift for the Society 
and a transcript is printed in this issue. 


The New Haven Colony Historical Society 
Journal. for March presents a resume of | 
the purpose and work of the Connecticut 
League of Historical Societies, and re- 
ports on recent meetings. 


The Darien Historical Society published 
its first "Annual" in March. The Jones 
family is treated in "Early Darien Sea- 
farers." The Connecticut League is ex- 
plained to the members by Marion Dicker- 
man, better known to us as Director of 
Education at Mystic's Marine Historical 
Association. 


The January issue of the Essex Institute 
Historical Collections takes on a new de- 
sign, and leads off with these provocative 
statements which are equally true of any 
of our New England towns: 

"Until the last few years, the writing 
of local history was left almost entirely 


to amateurs enthusiastic about their own 
communities....Preoccupied with national 
history, the professional historian too long 
ignored the contributions of such amateurs. 
Recently, he has come to recognize that 
national history has its roots in local his- 
tory...Increasingly, historians are coming 
‘to realize that the history of Essex County 
is not only in itself significant but.also 
illustrative of important national move- 
méents....sources provide abundant material 
for such topics as immigration, industrial 
enterprise, and cultural development...As 

a microcosm of more than three centuries of 
American history, Essex County can be the 
focal point for the study of many aspects 
of the American scene." 


CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS Pod 


May 16 — New London Gounty Imprint Con— 
mittee meeting at State Library, 
Hartford. 


May 26 — at 10:30 A.M. Connecticut League 
of Historical Societies annual 
meeting at Suffield. 


July 14 - at 10:30 A.M. Connecticut League 


meeting at Fairfield. 


RHODE ISLAND HERITAGE WEEK 
PRESENTS MANY ATTRACTIONS 


Rhode Island is presenting its First Annual 
Heritage Week from May 1 to 8. Special : 
features during those days will be "Woon- 
socket Through the Years" at the Harris In- 
stitute Library; "French Heritage in Rhode 
Island" at the Blackstone Valley Gas and 
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* Pawtucket and welcomes visitors. 


Electric Co., Woonsocket; and the Greene 
Herb Gardens, near Greene Village, Coven- 
try. The libraries and historical socie- 
ties will also feature exhibits. 


All of the displays will not end on the 
eighth. "Rhode Island and the Spirit of 


Freedom from Roger Williams to the Dorr 


War" at the Rhode Island Historical Socie- 
ty; "Rhode Island, America's First Vaca- | 
tionland" (the tourist business since 1720) 
at Providence Public Library; and "Origin 
and Development of the Lace Industry in 
Rhode Island" at the Barrington Public 


Library will all continue until May ah 


A Society member, Donald Shepard of Old 
Lyme, has recently been appointed Director 
of the museum at the old Slater Mill in 
The 
Slaters were responsible for the start of 
cotton spinriing in Rhode Island, and it 
was a Slater who moved on to Jewett City 
to found its textile industry. 


The folder on Heritage Week from the Rhode 
Island Development Countil has an excellent 


‘ list of tourist attractions, and will be 


posted at the Society headquarters. 


i For Your Information 


The Society's telephone number is 


“Gibson 3-1209 


The Mansion is open daily except 


. Sunday from 1 to 4. 


Custodians in residence: 


Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Holmes. 


